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I The Judgments on Bradley Manning 
TO THE EDITOR: 

Re "Manning Found Not Guilty of Aid- 
ing the Enemy" (front page, July 31): 

Pfc. Bradley Myning's conduct in 
providing WikiLeaks with more than 
700,000 confidential government dacu- 
ments undoubtedly violated some provi- 
sions of federal law, as his pleas of guilty 
to some of the charges and Col. Denise R. 
L i d ' s  rulings as to others make plain. 
But Colonel Lind's brave decision - it is 
nothing less than that - rejecting the 
Justice Department's misguided efforts 
to convict Private Manning of violating 
the Espionage Act in "aiding the enemy" 
is worthv of s~ec ia l  commendation. 

9 - 
If the government had its way, Private 

Manning would have been found guilty 
of a crime so serious that the portion of 
the Espionage Act said to have been vio- 
lated allows the imposition of the ulti- 
mate legal sanction, capital punishment. 

The government's theory was nothing 
if not straightforward: once confidential 

'hational defense-related information 
was leaked to any journalistic entity (or, 
in the case of WikiLeaks, a quasi-journal- 
istic one), Al Qaeda might have read it 
and acted on what it read. Hence, the en- 
emy would have been "aided." 

This breathtakingly expansive view of 
what it takes to aid an enemy would have 
imperiled a good deal of invaluable jour- 
nalism. Indeed, when prosecutors were 
asked by Colonel Lind at an earlier stage 
of the case whether the same charges 
would have been lodged against Private 
Manning if he had leaked the same in- 
formation to this newspaper, the re- - - . 
sponse was affirmative. 

Guided by Colonel Lind's rejection of 
its efforts, one can only hope that the 
Justice Department learns its lesson. 

FLOYD ABRAMS 
New York, July 31,2013 

The writer, a lawyer who has handled 
high-profile First Amendment lawsuits, 
represented The New York Times in the 
Pentagon Papers case. 

TO THE EDITOR: 
Bradley Manning is an American hero 

and must be pardoned if the United 
States is to have any moral standing in 
the world. His disclosure of unconsciona- 
ble acts perpetrated by the military in- 
formed the people of what our govern- 
ment and tax dollars were doing. He did 
this in the hope that the behavior of our 
military would improve and our rep- 
utation as a civilized nation would begin 
to be repaired. 

Private Manning's act of civil disobe- 
dience, in the tradition of the great 
American rule-breakers, should be com- 
mended, not punished. Although he 
knew he was risking his life by dis- 
closing heinous military actions, his 
courage overwhelmed his tendency to- 
ward self-preservation; he saw a wrong 
and risked his life to right it. 

Commitment to humanity is far more 
important than commitment to laws. 

JONATHAN PUTTERMAN 
Bronx, July 31,2013 

TO THE EDITOR: 
Re "Loner Sought a Refuge, and End- 

ed Up in War" (front page, July 31): 
It seems to me that the Army shares 

some of the culpability. Your article uses 
the word "misfit" to describe Bradley 

/ 

Manning and cites instances of hs *r.g 
'a troublemaker in the senice. u.35 

such a person given access to such w . 5 : -  

tive material in the first place7 
TERRY SHASIES 

Berkeley, Cal~f.. Jut?- 31. Xi 3 

TO THE EDITOR: 
Whatever personal crises he  .&as cn- 

dergoing, the bottom b e  is that Bradk:,. 
Manning did the right thing by esw:i .g  
the war's atrocities to a public ha: ::a3 
grown numb. We forget that war is ;;r 
responsibility and do not appreciate 1:; 

consequences. 
The video of pilots killing innocer.! 

journalists, rescuers and chldren al- 
lowed us to see what others face ek-erl.. 
day in the fog of war, and underjtand 
why such bitterness is created. 

TO?.f hlILLER 
Oakland, Calif., July 31,2013 
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Booming's "Making I t  Last" column profiles baby boomer couples FACEBOOK 

who have been together 25 years o r  more. Send us your story and i W I T I t H  

photos through our  subn~ission fr)r.rn. GOOGLC+ 

Enbrae m l s  h n a e  Tom Miller and Tran Tuong Nhu, SAVE - 
known as  Nhu, have been married 40 E - , ~ ~ & I L  

years. They met in Vietnam during 
SHARE 

the war. Tom was an aid worker. She 

was the granddaughter of a court 
PRINT 

official and from age 5, lived much of REPRINTS 

her life abroad, attending boarding 
school in England, graduating from 
the Dalton School in New Y ork City 
and getting her college degree from 
Berkeley. Tom currently has a law 
practice in Oakland, Calif. Nhu, who was press secretary 
for Jerry Brown when he was mayor of Oakland, works 

WliI~arn Engl5h Vdalllrg III with Burmese refugees. They have four adult children. A 
T r m  Tbrong M i ~ i  nc Tnni Mllr' th" 4;. 
hPr rmthep predlc:ed sl'e ,>L, 
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Nhu: In  1973 Tom was working for Unicef in Vietnam. I 3 5 1 a r t i ~ l e s  ~ r i  the Tom M~ller 

ight was back in the countiy staying wlth my uncle. Tom spoke past month  NI H e c o n i m e n d a t ~ o n s  

to me  about a job as  a liaison between the South ';%@! 1 Irnriligiat~o~l B111 Suppor ler, Call o n  
Vietnamese government and Unicef. dh Duslncss GI oups lo  Pressol c C.0 P. 

W a s  Misinformed: Uilder 
hc  Summer Dome: -4 Nhu's mother had a prediction. 
'acation Horror Story 2 LATITUDE 

Frc~ni Paddl1 to I'attv 
Nhu: She predicted that I was going to get married in 1973. 

Expert: Answers I told her that even if I met the right man I wouldn't 3 EDITORIAL 
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marry him just to prove her wrong. That same day Tom 
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She's feisty and smart and interesting. But her beauty is 

nice, too. 

Why marry so soon? 

Nhu: I went traveling for a while after we met, but when I 
got back he proposed. I said, "Don't you think this is 

"k entmciad uverything that was  no sudden, we don't even know each other." He said, "What 
and decent in Amrlca k': h c t ~  was 
sow n g  death and deslrucltcn." clic better way is there to get to know each other." 
sa~d. I (e. "Wlial I like awl w ha: s no:!,: 
her s n  sucr.cssful IS Ilial <he has a lot 
of strelgth." 

Tom: Right away, we became co-conspirators in life. She 
was beautiful and smart and understood politics. She 
wasn't afraid to do brave things. 

Readers' Comments 

Share y our thoughts. 
Did you serve in the military? 

b s l  a C o m n t  D 

~ e a d  AII C o m n t s  (62) )> Tom: No, my number in the draft lottery was too high, but 
had I been called I was prepared to go to Canada as my 
brother had. 

lo .  G r e e c e  Hi1 b y  C k u e r a l  S t r ~ k e  t o  I J r o t e s l  
A u s t e r ~ t y  

Ancestry 
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w rnyhentage cornlAncedryResearch 

How to Do Meditation? 
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rnedltate and charige your l ~ f e l  
S~lentjoumey corn 

8 7%Annual Annuity Return 

2 Get guaranteed l l fet~me Income and 
reduced risks to ret~rees all here 
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Nhu, you come from a mixed political heritage; during the French occupation 
your father's family members were government loyalists, your mother's, 
revolutionaries. 

Nhu: I really just wanted the war to end. People who were educated, even a little bit, knew 
this was an unjust war. 

Did you protest while in Vietnam? 

Nhu: No, you would have been jailed. Back in America I made antiwar speeches, but that 
wasn't such a big deal, everyone did that. 

Your wedding? 

Nhu: We married after we moved to New York City. I t  was so depressing to go down to 
City Hall, so a Japanese Methodist minister married us  on 110th Street and Broadway at a 

friend's house. We didn't invite anyone, and when we got there he told us  we needed 
another witness. I called a friend and asked if she could spare 20 minutes and she said yes, 
but only 20 because she was doing her laundry and didn't want it to be stolen from the 
dryer. 

Tom: I t  was hard to tell whether it was great, or a disaster, but either way, I'd had enough 
life experience to know she was the right one. 

You didn't stay in New York long. 

Tom: One of the first things we did together was move. Nhu came back to our apartment 
on the East Side of Manhattan from grocery shopping with this wilted lettuce and said, 
"We have to move to California." I got a job working for the West Coast office of the 
Council on Economic Priorities. 

Nhu: Tom's brother was teaching Chinese at  Berkeley. I didn't know him very well, but I 
had always lived in collectives and gone to boarding schools, so I thought: "Let's go live 

together with him. And let's take your parents with us." We stopped in Chicago, where 
they lived, and brought his parents to California. They sold their home, which gave them 
money to buy the compound. We went from having no children to living with our three 
nieces. 

And your four children? 

Nhu: We adopted our first son from Vietnam in 1974. Our second was born in 1979 and 
by that time my mother and stepfather had died. My teenage sisters needed a home and 
came to live with us. Tom's mother said she would not spend her gold years baby-sitting, 
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but she was a big help. After the war ended, my uncle's family started coming to the Bay 
Area - 15 of them - and we sponsored many more and helped them get settled. 

Tom: When my brother's marriage split up  his three daughters remained on the 
compound for their high school years. Having the grandparents around was wonderful. 
We had a lot of support. 

You had your four kids plus Tom's brother's three, plus Nhu's two sisters - did 
so many children cause tension in your marriage? 

Nhu: We always agreed on child rearing, but I was firmer. I n  the end I was sorry I didn't 
have more; it was a lot of fun. They are so interesting and they entertain each other, they 
are watchful of each other and they are very fair-minded. They want to make sure 
everything is equal. 

Tom: I love children. Nhu didn't consider herself the mothering type, but she was the best 
nonmotherly mother there is. She is very direct with them. The burden of discipline falls 
unfairly on Nhu. I like to play with kids; sometimes I get carried away and an adult has  to 
intervene. 

Did you remain involved in Vietnamese causes after the war? 

Nhu: We were in San Francisco when I heard an appeal for Vietnamese speakers to come 
where all these Vietnamese orphans were being flown in. I went to help and saw people 
were just picking them out like puppies. We realized, speaking to them, some of these kids 
were not orphans. 

Tom: When the adoption agencies ignored the fact that some of these kids had families, I 
became involved in a class-action lawsuit that was known as the orphan airlift lawsuit. A 
judicial panel heard the case, but was not receptive and we ended up helping families 
individually. 

What about the financial pressure of a big family? 

Nhu: We never starved, but we didn't have any extra. Tom resumed his law career 
reluctantly in 1989, at  my suggestion, because we had such a large family. He's really not 
the hard-driving lawyer type. 

Tom: We managed and we had help. We were both working until our second son was 
about 4, when Nhu saw his little face sitting in the window waiting for her to come home. 
I was working with my brother's publishing business until I realized I had to get serious 
about earning a living so I began practicing law again. 

What do you argue over? 

Nhu: We rarely disagree. He is very nonconfrontational. You can't argue with someone 
who doesn't argue back. It's taught m e  to keep things under control; there is too much 
suffering in the world to extend that to your family life. He reads the paper out loud 
sometimes, which can be annoying, but after 40 years I am used to it. 

Tom: Very minor things. I do pro bono work with people who go to Cuba and end up  in 
trouble with the U.S. government, so we travel there a lot. She wasn't eager to do another 
trip to Cuba, she wanted to have new experiences. 

What's made it last? 

Tom: Every day is interesting. It's been so interesting working on projects together. We are 
united in our opposition to U.S. foreign policy. Just sharing things together: our wonderful 
kids, the beautiful grandchildren. There is no boredom. We just enjoy being together, 
without reservation. 

Nhu: I t  was just a lucky encounter. I am not sure why this happened. I had many 
occasions to get married before I was 26, which to my mother felt quite old. And then I 
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met this person and my life was transformed. Forty years later I still feel a little breathless. 

You married during one of the most volatile times in American history. Did you 
realize it at the time? 

Nhu: When Tom was awarded a prize from the American Jaycees [Junior Chamber of 

Commerce] for being a humanitarian in Vietnam, I sat in the audience sobbing. The U.S. 

was trying to destroy my country and the Jaycees were recognizing Tom for trying to save 

lives. 

So absurd! This was also what made loving Tom acutely painful. He embodied everything 
that was kind and decent in America, which was sowing death and destruction. Those of 

us who came of age in the 1960s are sharply aware of this terrible dichotomy. 

Nhu is a very strong personality. Is it difficult to get a word in? 

Tom: No! It's not that type of thing. When Nhu is being strong and certain that she's 
right, even when she may not be, it's better not to directly oppose that and use more subtle 
ways to make your point, though it doesn't always work. What I like and what's made her 
so successful is that she has a lot of strength. 

For this article, I need to ask the date you were married. 

Nhu: Oh my God, it's today! I just looked at  the date! July 3, 1973. See what I mean 
about being too busy to notice? 

Tom! Should we do something today? 

Previous "Making I t  Last"profi1es can befo~ci~tf hertr. 

Booming: Living Through the Middle Ages offers news and commentary about baby 
boomers, anchored by Michael IVinerip. You can follow Booming via KSS here o r  visit 

nutirnes.cotn/boorning. You can reach us by e-mail a t  booming@nytimes.com. 

SAVE E-MAIL SHARE 

62 Comments 

Share your thoughts. 

ALL ( READERPICIS / Write a Comment 

Glen Ridge Glrl NJ 

Amazing. I love this series. What strikes me about so many ofthese 
marriages is that the couples didn't have big, fancy weddings and they 
didn't go into marriage with a preconceived idea of how their lives would 
go. They were flexible and rolled with what life brought them. They 
weren't obsessed with money or  material wealth.They both had 
passionate interests outside the marriage as well as  shared goals and 
dreams. They truly support and respect each other. And they are really 
friends and partners. As someone who had a brief, unhappy marriage, I 
am in awe ofthese people who had the wisdom, maturity, and generosity 
of heart to make marriage so wonderful and lasting. 

July 6. 2013 at 9:36 a.m REPL.Y You r e c o m n d e d  this 81 

Steve R NY 

"He embodied everything that was kind and decent in Amerlca, whlch 
was sowing death and destruction. Those of us who came of age in the 
1960s are sharply aware o f t h ~ s  terrlble dichotomy "What a profound 
expression joy and sorrow ofbeing American There are so many great 
people and as a nation we have so much promise. Hopefully the next 
generation can get us closer to  our potential 
Juty 5 2013 at 5 39 p m REPLY HtLOUMtND 6G 
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Angel Austin, Texas 

'Forty years later I st111 feel a l ~ t t l e  breathless." Just beaut~ful  

July 5 2013 at 5 39 p r n  REPLY RECOMMEND 59 

Ephemerol Northern Californ~a 

What is not mentioned in this article is that  Tom founded the primary 
burn center hospital in Vietnam for victims of American Napalm and 
treated the very same young girl, Kim Phuoc, who photograph was 
published world wide, screaming that the substance was ''too hotnand 
thus burning her skin. She is now a medical doctor here in the USA after a 
long journey through Canada. Life continues to be and the most amazing 
and mysterious journey does it not. 

: i ' >  I I 

July 6 2013 a1 12 41 p rn REPLY IiECOlAMEYD 52 

Tom Miller Berkeley, CA 
Thanks for your kind thoughts. One slight error:  Nhu's father was not a 
wealthy government official, but  was killed in the war when a student 
before she was born less than a year into the marriage. Her strong 
mother made it on  her own, with Nhu in tow, to Oxford, Columbia and 
California. 

July 6.2013 at 12 41 p.rn REPLY RCCOMNENO 43 

Marlvin Marn~. FL 

Married so long they barely notice their anniversary That's pretty 
awesome ifyou ask me. 
July 5 2013 at 5 3 9 p  rn REPL\r RtCOMMtNO 43 

Martha Ann Seattle 
I had the fortune of first meetlng Nhu, and later Tom, when I lived in 
Hanoi a few years ago when Nhu showed up at  my dinlng room table. I t  
was obvious that here was someone very special. Nothlng brightens up a 
room more than when these two enter Instead oftheir world becoming 
smaller as we all get older, lt only gets larger, and more fun. 

July 5 2013 at 9 29 p nl REPLY HCCOUMtND 38 

Susan Brookl~,  N Y  
In  addition, these two had the strength of charactel to shale their 
happiness with an extended family of blood relatives and unrelated 
people in need of advocates. These kinds of lives are exceedingly rare 
and this is a couple well worth press coverage. They have clearly gained 
a lot of happiness by thinking of the needs and lives of others. 

h reply to Wen Rdge G~rl July 6 20:3 at 5 44 p In RCt 7MM:RD 76 

Stella NYC 

This lovely couple reminds me ofwhat E n ~ d  Bagnold said when asked the 
secret of her long and famously happy marriage, 'l had him and he had 
me." 

July 5 2013 a t6  52 p rn REPLY 1 i~COp~~4 t~4 tND 32 

CRC CT 
Maybe it's just because she has a strong personality. Do you scour the 
paper in search of opportunities for feminist outrage? 

h reply to G July 6. 2013 a1 6.43 a.m. RECOMMEEdD 29 

G n F  
Gosh this is rude: 
"Nhu is a very strong personality. Is  it difficult to get a word in?" 
Is it because sheS a woman you ask? 

July 5 2013 at 9 3 0  p.m REPLY RECOMMEND 29 
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ss NJ A Quid Drink: Up on the Roof, Peacefirl 
with respel a s  Can Be 
them that t Read dre ' 
was lucky. ' l u c j  n c t c  IluL. I t tuopr lc  LllcJc rrru r l t l r t n  o  ~ ~ c o ,  u c m  ouuua 
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those who died, as they lived in Viet Nam as ~t was happening. 

h reply to TC July 6, 20!3 a1 12 42 p m RECOMMEND 2fi 

NM reader WI 

Wonderful article and story,  but  I have to wonder at the question "Nhu is 
a very strong personality. Is  it difficult to get a word in?' '...Would that be 
asked o f a  wife regarding her husband? In  an interview with a couple and 
article about their relationship, the question ignores even Nhu's 
presence in that moment - it doesn't ask them both ifthey have difficulty 
because ofdifferent personality types o r  discussion approaches, but  only 
draws in Tom. I'm sure there was no intent ofsidelining Nhu, but  to me it 
subtly rings ofstereotyped gender roles and the assumption that 
assertive, talkative and opinionated women are  difficult 'to handle'and 
stepping beyond their expected sphere. 

July 6,2013 at 8 56 p.rn REPLY RtCOMMEND 24 

Mark Manhattan 
I would like to be  reincarnated as one ofthese two people, or ,  second 
choice, be one of their children 

July 5 2013 at 5 39 p rn RfPL Y R'COUMTND 77 

David Holzrnan Lexington Massachusetts 
Happy 4oth! 

July 5 2013 at 6 52 p rn REPLY RELOMMEND 21 

rnsf NYC 
Thank y ou! 
Just beautiful - I wish there were many more couples like you! 
July 5 2013 a1 5 39 p rn REPLY RECOMMEND 21 

J E  New York 
Tears in my eyes, readlng this. Congratulations on  4 0  years together, 
dolng well by doing good. 
July 6 2013 at 641 a rn REPLY RECb'IMEND 19 

Sally TX 
Nhu andTom are not respons~ble for the war o r  the deaths of our  
soldiers I t  is not logical nor fair to imply that his high number was 
responsible for other  soldiers d y ~ n g  in the war. 

I would bet that, like many boomers, they were deeply affected by all the 
deaths caused by the Vietnam war. 

tn reply toTC July 6,20:3 at 1240  n m  RECOMMEND 16 

frankiethepunk toronto 
Very attractive couple. Maybe it sounds a bit shallow, but theybe aged 
well. 

July 5, 2013 at 10 33 p m REPLY RECOFAFAEND 16 

Laura Cal~fom~a 
Beautiful story, wonderful serles Lovely photographs too I a d m ~ r e  t h e ~ r  
p r ~ o r i t ~ e s ,  espec~ally around parenting. 

July 5 2013 a1 5 39 f) rn REPLY RTCOUMEND 16 

Robert Rotterdam 
I This information, not In the story,  says to me, either bad journalism or  

astounding humility. My guess is the latter 

In reply to Ephemrol July 6 20"3 at 2 4: p m REC3MMEND 15 

John Pouerle Katy, Teras 
After years of read~ng different s t o r ~ e s  like thls one, I have arrlved to the 
conclusion that we are a great country with sorry governments. 
Especially when it comes to foreign pollcy. What bothers the heck out  of 
me, it's the fact that I never could vote for a cand~date  that I really liked; 
I always had to  vote for the least of the evils. . 
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July6 2013a1241 p m  REPLY RECOMMFNTJ 15 

A Reader Detrolt, MI 

They  sound  fantastic1 W ~ s h  I c o u l d  i n v ~ t e  t h e m  o v e r  f o r  d ~ n n e r  

July 6 2013 at 10 20 a m REPLY HEC0MI:EUCI 15 

dsnk Pittsburgh. PA 

L o v e  th is  series a n d  th i s  pa r t i cu la r  s t o r y  m a d e  m e  b o t h  tear  u p  and  

smile.  What  a beau t i f u l  examp le  o f w h a t  a mar r i age  c a n  be, so h a p p y  f o r  

t h e m  a n d  the i r  fami ly .  

July 6. 2013 at 7:33 a.rn REPLY RECOMMEND 14 

Hope Sprlngs M c h ~ g a n  

One o f  m y  f a v o r ~ t e s  In t h ~ s  senes. Jus t  h e a r t  wa rm lng .  

July 6 2013 at 7 32 a rn REPLY RECOMMEND 14 
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Reach out t6 NorthKorea 

1 there is a whole generation d educated North .- 

' Korpans eager to reach out and face world prob- 
lems together rather than be enemies. 

Tom Mill& Oakland 



Joel Pett / Lexington Herald-Leader 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

'A nation divided' 
While violence in the streets of Oak- 

land may not achieve the desired end of a 
just government, it is not "hooliganism" 
(as suggested in your July 17 editorial, 
"Wrong way"), but the expression of an 
alienated populace frustrated at a govern- 
ment that does not exercise its power 
"from the consent of the governed" and 
does not exercise government's role to 
protect our "unalienable rights" of "life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness,? 
thereby conferring upon the populace the 
right "to alter or abolish it." 

The dissonance created by the dis- 
connect between the common good and 
common will and government policies 
will continue as long as the wealth of 
corporate America maintains its strangle- 
hold. 

Tom MiIIer, OakIand 

. 
' ( Thursday, May 30,WU 1 A13 - 

I 'Smart' rifle is dQmb 
The new "Smart" rifle ("Smart rifle 

lets startup put future in its sights," 
Business, May 28) sounds more like a 
personal drone. 

When the rifle decides when to shoot 
"taking into account the distance, baro- 
metric pressure, temperature, the cur- 
vature of Earth and other variables," 
hunting is no longer a sport, and a 
deadly killing machine is set loose. 

I Tom MiIIer, OakIand 
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who offered an alternative but were ignored. . . . 

Tom Miller, Oakland 
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. . .  . . . . Misplaced outrage, . :  . . .  ' .; . . . .  . . . . 

. . . .  . . . . .  . . 
.d 

. . . . , . . . .  . . .... . . . . . . . . . .  . . -  . . 
. . ... . . .  

_I . .  . C *  . . .  
. . 

2 . . .  i . . . .  Joel Brinkley s..outrIe~~:~~~fghani&m:~~, ;:? ; 
' 

'+ 
. . . . . . . .  , ,.;. ..:.: _. , . . . . . . . . .  . ,  ... . . . . .  ' ;..:-.: ::. 

("Taxing aid agen&gdf$ . -~ lat@&outr,a;Pe<&m.. *;.. .; . ": ... *, , .... . . 1s .. ,';,;:. r . . .- ,- 
. . .  Afghan leaders,, V ~ ~ , ~ f & g t ,  . . . . . . .  June. 2 ) .  

a % ,  .. !; -, ..i... .; ;.. , . . .  . ; . .  , . , ., . ' -  '. ; 

insteadbe directed &f:those'who chose to"(1) . . '. 
. , , : . I.-. 

invade ~f~hanisian;filled with~hubr~&~and;~:~.:.. ,. . . . . . . .  .::. ;:. 

blind to . the &alien&s; . .  .- . . . .  . ,, . (2) %imm&-jiaielyL : .:, '::r .T-,.cA . ,.,:.;. : i.,, . . . . . .  , . .. , . . ,::, . ;.. themselves Mth. ;#e.comipf :war-. ... . . . .  ..: :. . ..: 
. . .  : .  ::. .:. . .  : i . i. , . ',. : . . . .  >:-.,:- , . . 

d .$)\ .:: :; , lords who are ~ ~ ~ & @ b a ~ ~ ; ! :  . . P. . . . . .  .::> . . . . . . . .  ,: . . . 

to listen to the many dedicated Afghans 
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' LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Cap-and- trade: Go global 
Cap-and-trade ("Foes see disas- 

ter; backers see boon to factories, 
jobs," Nov. 12) cannot be a com- 
pletely effective way to curb green- 
house gases until the whole world 
is involved, since it allows dirty 
industries to move to countries (or 
states) of least resistance such as 
China, where dirtycoal produces a 
growingpercentage of the energy. 

To offset this, California should 
not only address carbon output in 
California but also carbon input 
from products imported from such 
countries, adding a tax commensu- 
rate with the carbon cost to the 
environment of such products. 

Tom M i l l e ~  Oakland 

I A10 1 Monday, April 22,201: 

( Blowback against the U.S. 
I Shocking but we should not be shocked that 

two young brothers, one probably under the 
influence of the older, committed acts of re- 
venge over the terrible suffering caused by the 
United States to people with whom they identi- 
fy in Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Yemen and 

, Palestine. Vietnam taught the military estab- 
lishment to abolish the draft to keep war alive. ' The White House and CIA thought they could 
fight cleaner wars through the use of drones, 
but no,matter how, "cleanly" you kill people, 
there are consequences, and the American peo- 
ple should realize that Boston may have been 
one of them. 

Tom Miller, Oakland 



THE NEW YORK TIMES EDITORIALS/LETTERS THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18,2012 

7 --- - ' .- 
A 4  

.r'FQTHEp)ITO@: - .  * 

*&er one vice-presidential and lsyo 
p~esidential debates, where's the plan?, 

vOn the Republican side, there are 
~rpmises of jobs, lowpr taxes and pros- 

,., perity, but no road map'owq than im- 
&sible math an9 the same tired mantra 
we have beard foq d p d e s b a t  the sys- - 

. , 

the 1 percent. 
The Democrats have goodideas sukh '" 

as investment ip educaFiPa, CWW SW-, 
tainability, uaiv-k$@ Farr; 4 
military ipas gnQ pm@j-&& ,social Se- '. curitx But how h-gotng to do this ..-. 



-- 1 ' Under the table, not on 
b. 

- @hitor - rt7s OK for OW corporate 
, 
welfare state to hand billions,.~f d011.m~. 
in gifts to corporate frien&$hrwb ofl 
wars and pork-barrel prbjects 'and for . , 

senators and c~~gresspeople to accept 
millions of dollars in campaign .cons 
butions from corpoGte beneficixi!~ies. 

But,  is sen. Ted stevens %nd Vice 
Pres idd Spiro Agnew before him 
have proven once again ("Senator in- 
dicted for corruption?? July. 30) you - 

., can't put the bag, 'of. money directly ' on 
the table. 

I 
-.L 

TOM MILLER 
' Oakland ', 


